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Purposes of a Research Crit iquePurposes of a Research Crit ique

• A r esear ch cr it ique is 
not j ust a summar y of a 
st udy but r at her a 
car ef ul appr aisal of it s 
mer it s and f laws. 

• A good cr it ique 
obj ect ively ident if ies 
ar eas of adequacy and 
inadequacy, as well as 
vir t ues and f ault s.  

AlanyaAlanya
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HezeranlarHezeranlar
KonaKonagigi/ Amasya/ Amasya

Types of research crit iques conducted Types of research crit iques conducted inin nursingnursing--
PartPart 11

• St udent cr it iques

• Cr it iques by t he 
pr act icing nur se

• Cr it iques by nur sing 
educat or s

• Cr it iques by nur se 
r esear cher s
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• Cr it iques af t er ver bal 
pr esent at ions of st udies

• Cr it iques af t er published 
r esear ch r epor t s

• A cr it ique done f or 
abst r act select ion

• The cr it ique of an ar t icle 
f or publicat ion

• The cr it ique of r esear ch 
pr oposals

GGööcekcek

Types of research crit iques conducted in   Types of research crit iques conducted in   
nursingnursing-- Part 2Part 2
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DI MENSI ONSDI MENSI ONS OF A RESEARCH CRI TI QUEOF A RESEARCH CRI TI QUE

Sedir AdasSedir Adasii
MarmarisMarmaris
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• The r esear ch pr oblem 
should have an obvious 
r elevance t o some 
aspect of nur sing. 

• I t is not enough t hat a 
pr oblem be int er est ing 
if it of f er s but it also 
of f er s knowledge on 
nur sing or impr oving 
nur sing pr act ices.  

GiderosGideros Koyu / Cide Koyu / Cide --
KastamonuKastamonu

1.Subst ant ive and Theor et ical Dimension
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• The hear t of a r esear ch 
cr it ique lies in t he appr aisal 
of t he r esear cher s’
met hodological decisions.

• The qualit y of evidence t hat 
a st udy yields is 
inext r icably linked t o 
r esear cher s' choice of 
met hods and st r at egies f or 
st udy design and f or 
collect ing and analyzing 
dat a. 

KaralosKaralos Koyu / KekovaKoyu / Kekova
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• A piece of r esear ch is 
r equir ed t he r isk 
/ benef it r at io. Mor e 
specif ically t he ext ent 
t o which t he benef it s 
of t he st udy is 
maximized and t he 
r isks ar e minimized 
such t hat subj ect s ar e 
pr ot ect ed f r om har m 
dur ing t he st udy.

KaputaKaputass / Ka/ Kass
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• Resear ch r epor t s vir t ually 
always conclude wit h a 
discussion, conclusion 
st at ement , or implicat ions 
sect ion.

• I n t his f inal sect ion, 
r esear cher s of f er an 
int er pr et at ion of t he 
f indings, and also consider 
whet her t he f indings might 
imply somet hing about 
nur sing.

Anadolu KavaAnadolu Kavagigi// II stanbulstanbul
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Kas

THE CRI TI QUI NG PROCESS FOR A RESEARCH THE CRI TI QUI NG PROCESS FOR A RESEARCH 
ARTI CLEARTI CLE

• Nat ur e of t he st udy 
and it s pr oblem 
st at ement

• Lit er at ur e r eview and 
concept ual f r amewor k

• Resear ch design and 
pr ocedur es

• Dat a collect ion and 
analysis

• Discussion of f indings
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AcAciiggööl/Denizli l/Denizli 

GUI DELI NES FOR CRI TI QUI NG QUANTI TATI VE RESEARCH REPORTS

TI TLETI TLE
Basic quest ions 

f or a cr it ique:
Was t he t it le a good 
one, and did it 
suggest t he 
r esear ch pr oblem 
and t he st udy 
populat ion?



Marmara University College of Nursing

AltAltiiparmaklar / Artvinparmaklar / Artvin

Basic quest ions f or a 
cr it ique:

ABSTRACTABSTRACT
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AmanosAmanos DaDagglarlarii / Hatay/ Hatay

St at ement of t he pr oblemSt at ement of t he pr oblem
and pur poseand pur pose
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

• What is t he pr oblem and/ or pur pose of 
the research study?

•Does t he pr oblem and/ or pur pose 
statement make clear the concept and the 
population under study?

•Does t he pr oblem have signif icance f or 
nursing?

•Is there a good match between the 
research problem, the paradigm, and 
met hods used? I s a quant it at ive appr oach 
appropriate? 



Marmara University College of Nursing

BalBaliiklklii GGööl / Al / Aggrr ii

Lit er at ur e r eviewLit er at ur e r eview
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•I s t he lit er at ur e r eview 
t hor ough, up-t o-dat e, and based 
mainly on pr imar y sour ces?

•Does t he r eview summar ize 
knowledge on t he dependent and 
independent var iables and t he 
r elat ionship bet ween t hem?

•Does t he lit er at ur e r eview lay a 
solid basis f or t he new st udy?
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ÇÇamurlu Yaylasamurlu Yaylasii / Artvin/ Artvin

Concept ual/ t heor et ical   Concept ual/ t heor et ical   
f r amewor kf r amewor k
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•Ar e key concept s 
adequat ely def ined 
concept ually? I s t her e a 
concept ual/ t heor et ical 
f r amewor k and is it 
appr opr iat e? I f not , is 
t he absence of one 
j ust if ied? 
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Hypot hesiHypot hesis(s(eses) or r esear ch ) or r esear ch 
quest ionquest ion((ss))
Basic questions for a critique:
• Are research questions and/or 
hypot heses explicit ly st at ed? I f not , 
is their absence justified?
•Are questions and hypotheses 
appropriately worded?  
•Are the questions/ hypotheses 
consistent with the literature review 
and t he concept ual f r amewor k? 
• What is the  direction of the 
relationship  in each hypotheses, if 
indicated? 
•Are the hypotheses testable?

Bey DaBey Dagglarlarii / Antalya/ Antalya
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AAsisi Koyu / MuKoyu / Mugglala

Resear ch designResear ch design
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:
•Was t he most r igor ous 
possible design used, given t he 
st udy pur pose?
•Wer e appr opr iat e 
compar isons made t o enhance 
int er pr et abilit y of t he 
f indings?
•Was t he number of dat a 
collect ion point s appr opr iat e?
•Did t he design minimize 
t hr eat s t o t he int er nal and 
ext er nal validit y of t he st udy?

METHODMETHOD
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DatDatçça / Mua / Mugglala

Populat ion and samplePopulat ion and sample
Basic questions for a critique:
• How was the sample selected? 
Was the sample described in 
sufficient detail?
•Was the best possible sampling 
design used to enhance the 
sample’s representativeness?
•Was t he sample size adequat e? 
Was a power analysis used to 
estimate sample size needs? 
•Which population made the 
findings general and what were the 
limitations?

METHODMETHOD
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Erciyes DaErciyes Dagigi / Kayseri/ Kayseri

Dat a collect ion and Dat a collect ion and 
measur ement measur ement 
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•Are the operational and conceptual 
definitions congruent?
•Wer e key var iables oper at ional by 
using t he best possible met hod (e.g., 
interviews, observations, etc.)
•Were the specific instruments 
adequat ely descr ibed and wer e t hey 
proper choices?
•Did the report provide evidence 
that the data collection methods 
yielded data that was highly reliable 
and valid?  

METHODMETHOD
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Kekova / AntalyaKekova / Antalya

Pr ocedur esPr ocedur es
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:
• I f t her e was an involvement , 
was it adequat ely descr ibed 
and was it pr oper ly 
implement ed?
•Was t he dat a collect ed in a 
manner t hat minimized bias? 
Was t he dat a collect ion st af f 
appr opr iat ely t r ained?
•Wer e appr opr iat e pr ocedur es 
used t o saf eguar d t he r ight s 
of st udy par t icipant s?

METHODMETHOD
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Gediz DeltasGediz Deltasii / / II zmirzmir

Dat a analysisDat a analysis
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:
• Was each specif ic analyses 
under t aken t o addr ess each 
r esear ch quest ion or t est each 
hypot hesis?
•Wer e appr opr iat e st at ist ical 
met hods used, given t he level 
of measur ement of t he 
var iables, number of gr oups 
being compar ed, and et c.?
•Was t he most power f ul 
analyt ic met hod used? (e.g., did 
t he analysis help t o cont r ol 
ext r aneous var iables?)

RESULTSRESULTS
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Olgunlar YaylasOlgunlar Yaylasii / Artvin/ Artvin

FindingsFindings
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•Wer e t he f indings 
adequat ely summar ized, wit h 
good use of t ables and 
f igur es?
•Do t he f indings pr ovide 
st r ong evidence r egar ding 
t he r esear ch quest ions? 
Wer e Type I and Type I I 
er r or s minimized?

RESULTSRESULTS



Marmara University College of Nursing

Kaz DaKaz Dagglarlarii / Bal/ Baliikesirkesir

I nt er pr et at ion of t he   I nt er pr et at ion of t he   
f indingsf indings
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:
•Ar e all maj or f indings 
int er pr et ed and discussed wit hin 
t he cont ext of pr ior r esear ch 
and/ or t he st udy’s concept ual 
f r amewor k?
•Ar e t he int er pr et at ions 
consist ent wit h t he r esult and 
wit h t he st udy’s limit at ions?
•Does t he r epor t addr ess t he 
issue of t he gener alizat ion of 
t he f indings?

DI SCUSSI ONDI SCUSSI ON
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KKiizziilliirmak Deltasrmak Deltasii / Samsun/ Samsun

I mplicat ions / I mplicat ions / 
r ecommendat ionsr ecommendat ions
Basic quest ions f or a 
cr it ique:
• Do t he r esear cher s 
discuss t he implicat ions of 
t he st udy f or clinical 
pr act ice or f ur t her 
r esear ch-and ar e t hose 
implicat ions r easonable and 
complet e? 

DI SCUSSI ONDI SCUSSI ON
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IgIgneadaneada Longozu / KLongozu / Kiirklarelirklareli

Pr esent at ionPr esent at ion
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•Was t he r epor t well-
wr it t en, well-or ganized, 
and suf f icient ly det ailed 
f or cr it ical analysis?
•Wer e you able t o 
under st and t he st udy? 
Was t he r epor t wr it t en in 
a manner t hat makes t he 
f indings accessible t o 
pr act icing nur ses? 

GLOBAL I SSUESGLOBAL I SSUES
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KocaKocaççayay / Bursa/ Bursa

Summar y assessmentSummar y assessment Basic 
quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•Despit e any ident if ied 
limit at ions, do t he st udy 
f indings appear t o be valid; 
do you have conf idence in t he 
t r ut h value of t he r esult s?
•Does t he st udy cont r ibut e 
any meaningf ul evidence t hat 
can be used in nur sing 
pr act ice or t hat is usef ul t o 
t he nur sing discipline? 

GLOBAL I SSUESGLOBAL I SSUES
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Hasankeyf / Bat manHasankeyf / Bat man

GUI DELI NES FOR CRI TI QUI NG QUALI TATI VE RESEARCH REPORTSGUI DELI NES FOR CRI TI QUI NG QUALI TATI VE RESEARCH REPORTS
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KKööyceyceggiz Dalyaniz Dalyanii / Mu/ Mugglala

Basic quest ions f or a 
cr it ique:

•Does t he abst r act clear ly 
and concisely summar ize 
t he main f eat ur es of 
r epor t ? 

ABSTRACTABSTRACT
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LiksLiksöörr Vadisi / ErzurumVadisi / Erzurum

St at ement of t he pr oblemSt at ement of t he pr oblem
and pur poseand pur pose
Basic questions for a critique:

• I s t he phenomenon of int er est 
clear ly ident if ied?
•I s t he pr oblem st at ed 
unambiguously and is it easy t o 
ident if y?
•Does t he pr oblem have any 
signif icance in nur sing?
•I s t her e a good mat ch bet ween 
t he r esear ch pr oblem and t he 
par adigm and met hods used? I s a 
qualit at ive appr oach appr opr iat e? 

I NTRODUCTI ONI NTRODUCTI ON
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Munzur DaMunzur Dagglarlarii / Tunceli/ Tunceli

Lit er at ur e r eviewLit er at ur e r eview
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

• Does t he r epor t 
summar ize t he exist ing 
body of knowledge 
r elat ed t o t he pr oblem 
of phenomenon of 
int er est ?

• I s t he lit er at ur e r eview 
adequat e?

• Does t he lit er at ur e 
r eview lay a solid basis 
f or t he new st udy? 

I NTRODUCTI ONI NTRODUCTI ON
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MekeMeke GGööllüü / Konya/ Konya

Concept ual under pinningsConcept ual under pinnings
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

• Ar e key concept s 
adequat ely def ined 
concept ually?

• I s t he philosophical basis 
under lying; t r adit ion, 
concept ual f r amewor k, or 
ideological or ient at ion 
made explicit and is it 
appr opr iat e f or t he 
pr oblem? 

I NTRODUCTI ONI NTRODUCTI ON
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Patara Patara KumullarKumullarii/Antalya/Antalya

Hypot hesizes or r esear ch Hypot hesizes or r esear ch 
quest ionsquest ions
Basic quest ions f or a cr it ique:

•Ar e r esear ch quest ions 
explicit ly st at ed? I f not , is 
t heir absence j ust if ied?
•Ar e t he quest ions consist ent 
wit h t he st udy’s philosophical 
basis under lying; t r adit ion, 
concept ual f r amewor k, or 
ideological or ient at ion?

I NTRODUCTI ONI NTRODUCTI ON
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Nemrut Krateri / MuNemrut Krateri / Muss

Resear ch design and r esear ch Resear ch design and r esear ch 
t r adit iont r adit ion
Basic questions for a critique:

•Is the identified research 
tradition, if any, congruent with the 
methods used to collect and analyze 
data?
•Was an adequate amount of time 
spent in the field or with study 
participants?
•Did the design unfold in the field, 
allowing researchers to capitalize 
on early understandings?
•Was t her e evidence of f lexibilit y 
in the design?
•Were there an adequate number 
of contacts with study 
participants? 

METHODMETHOD
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Salda GSalda Gööllüü/Isparta/Isparta

Sample and set t ingSample and set t ing
Basic questions for a critique:
• Was t he gr oup or populat ion of 

int er est adequat ely descr ibed? 
• Wer e t he set t ing and sample 

descr ibed in suf f icient det ail?
• Was t he appr oach used t o gain 

access t o t he sit e or t o r ecr uit 
par t icipant s appr opr iat e?

• Did t he best possible met hod 
of sampling enhance 
inf or mat ion r ichness and 
addr ess t he needs of t he 
st udy?

• Was t he sample size adequat e? 
Was sat ur at ion achieved? 

METHOD METHOD 
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SarSar iikamkamisis OrmanlarOrmanlar ii / Kars/ Kars

Dat a collect ionDat a collect ion
Basic questions for a critique:

• Wer e t he met hods of 
gat her ing dat a appr opr iat e? 
Was dat a gat her ed t hr ough 
t wo or mor e met hods t o 
achieve t r iangulat ion?

• Did t he r esear cher ask t he 
r ight quest ions or make t he 
r ight obser vat ions, and wer e 
t hey r ecor ded in appr opr iat e 
f ashion?

• Was a suf f icient amount of 
dat a gat her ed? Was t he 
dat a of suf f icient dept h and 
r ichness? 

METHODMETHOD
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Sultan SazlSultan Sazligiigi / Kayseri/ Kayseri

ProceduresProcedures
Basic questions for a critique:

• Wer e dat a collect ion and 
r ecor ding pr ocedur es 
adequat ely descr ibed and do 
t hey appear t o be 
appr opr iat e?

• Was dat a collect ed in a 
manner t hat minimized bias 
or behavior al dist or t ions? 
Was t he dat a collect ion 
st af f appr opr iat ely t r ained?

• Wer e appr opr iat e 
pr ocedur es used t o 
saf eguar d t he r ight s of 
st udy par t icipant s? 

METHODMETHOD



Marmara University College of Nursing

Tortum Tortum SSelalesi / Erzurumelalesi / Erzurum

Enhancement of r igorEnhancement of r igor
Basic questions for a critique:

• Wer e met hods used t o 
enhance t he t r ust wor t hiness 
of dat a and analysis, also 
was t he descr ipt ion of t hose 
met hods adequat e?

• Wer e t he met hods used t o 
enhance cr edibilit y 
appr opr iat e and suf f icient ?

• Did t he r esear cher 
document r esear ch 
pr ocedur es and decision 
pr ocesses suf f icient ly so 
t hat f indings ar e audit able 
and conf ir mable? 

METHODMETHOD
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UludaUludagg / Bursa/ Bursa

Dat a analysisDat a analysis
Basic questions for a critique:

• Wer e t he dat a management 
(e.g., coding) and dat a analysis 
met hods suf f icient ly descr ibed?

• Was t he dat a analysis st r at egy 
compat ible wit h t he r esear ch 
t r adit ion and wit h t he nat ur e 
and t ype of t he dat a gat her ed?

• Did t he analysis yield an 
appr opr iat e “pr oduct ” (e.g., a 
t heor y, t axonomy, t hemat ic 
pat t er n, et c.)?

• Did t he analyt ical pr ocedur es 
suggest t he possibilit y of bias?

RESULTSRESULTS
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VerVerççenikenik / Rize/ Rize

FindingsFindings
Basic questions for a critique:
• Wer e t he f indings 

ef f ect ively summar ized wit h 
good use of excer pt s?

• Do t he t hemes adequat ely 
capt ur e t he meaning of t he 
dat a? Does it appear t hat 
t he r esear cher , wit h 
sat isf act ion, concept ualized 
t he t hemes or pat t er ns in 
dat a?

• Did t he analysis yield an 
insight f ul, pr ovocat ive, and 
meaningf ul pict ur e of t he 
phenomenon under 
invest igat ion? 

RESULTSRESULTS
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Theor et ical int egr at ionTheor et ical int egr at ion
Basic questions for a critique:

• Ar e t he t hemes or pat t er ns 
logically connect ed t o each 
ot her t o f or m a convincing and 
int egr at ed whole?

• Wer e f igur es, maps, or models 
used ef f ect ively t o summar ize 
concept ualizat ions?

• I f a concept ual f r amewor k or 
ideological or ient at ion guided 
t he st udy, ar e t he t hemes or 
pat t er ns linked t o it in a 
congr uent manner ?

Amasya

RESULTSRESULTS
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I nt er pr et at ion of t he   I nt er pr et at ion of t he   
f indingsf indings
Basic questions for a critique:

•Are the findings 
interpreted within an 
appropriate social or cultural 
context?
•Are major findings 
interpreted and discussed 
within the context of prior 
studies?
•Are the interpretations 
consistent with the study’s 
limitations?
•Does the report address 
the issue of the 
transferability of findings? 
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I mplicat ions/ I mplicat ions/ 
r ecommendat ionsr ecommendat ions
Basic quest ions f or a 
cr it ique:
•Do t he r esear cher s 
discuss t he implicat ions 
of t he st udy f or clinical 
pr act ice or f ur t her 
inquir y, and ar e t hose 
implicat ions r easonable? 

Düden Selalesi/Antalya

DI SCUSSI ONDI SCUSSI ON
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Pr esent at ionPr esent at ion
Basic questions for a critique:

• Was t he r epor t well-
wr it t en, well-or ganized, 
and suf f icient ly 
det ailed f or cr it ical 
analysis?

• Was t he descr ipt ion of 
t he met hods, f indings, 
and int er pr et at ions 
suf f icient ly r ich and 
vivid?

Saitabat Selalesi/Bursa

GLOBAL I SSUESGLOBAL I SSUES
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Summary assessmentSummary assessment

Basic questions for a 
critique:

• Do the study 
findings appear to 
be trustworthy. Do 
you have confidence 
in the truth value 
of the results?

• Does the study 
contribute any 
meaningful evidence 
that can be used in 
nursing practice or 
that is useful to the 
nursing discipline? 

Truva Ati/ Çanakkale

GLOBAL I SSUESGLOBAL I SSUES
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