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6 Purposes of a Research Critigue

Marmara University College of Nursing

« A research critique iIs
not just a summary of a
study but rather a
caref ul appraisal of its

merits and f laws.

A good critique
objectively identif ies
areas of adequacy and
Inadequacy, as well as
virtues and f ault s.




. IYPES O [fESEArch critigues conducteds i nursing:
@ Partt 4

Marmara University College of Nursing

Student critiques
Critiques by the
practicing nurse
Critigues by nursing
educators

Critiques by nurse
researchers

Hezer anlar
Konagi/ Amasya




TYPES o6l research critigues; conducted i

— ﬂur Sl ng' Par t 2 Marmara University College of Nursing

Critiques af ter verbal
presentations of studies

Critiques af ter published
research reports

A critique done for
abstract selection

The critique of an article
for publication

The critique of research
proposals
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(,;; 1.Substantive and Theoretical Dimension

——

Marmara University College of Nursing

« The research problem
should have an obvious
relevance t o some
aspect of nursing.

|t Is not enough that a
problem be interesting
If It offersbut It also
of f ers knowledge on
nur sing or improving
nur sing practices.

Gideros. Koyu /'Cide -
' Kastamonu, 4.




2.Methodologic Dimension
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Karalos Koyu:/ KeKova
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The heart of aresearch
critique lies in the appraisal
of the researchers’

met hodological decisions.

The quality of evidence t hat

a study yields is
Inextricably linked to
researchers' choice of

met hods and strategies f or
study design and f or
collecting and analyzing

dat a.




T 3.Ethical Dimension

T

Marmara University College of Nursing

« A piece of research is
required the risk
[ benefit ratio. More
specifically the extent
to which the benefits

of the study Is
maximized and t he
risks are mnimized
such that subjects are
protected from harm
during the study.




4 Interpretive Dimension

Marmara University College of Nursing

Anadolu Kavagi/ | stanbul

Research reports virtually
always conclude with a
discussion, conclusion
statement, or implications
section.

| nthis final section,
researchers of fer an
Interpretation of the
findings, and also consider
whet her the findings might
Imply somet hing about

nur sing.




N THE CRITIQUI NG PROCESS FOR A RESEARCH
(9) ART| CLE
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Nature of the study
and its problem
st at ement

Literature review and
concept ual f ramewor k

Resear ch design and
or ocedur es

Dat a collection and
analysis

Discussion of findings
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Basic questions

1for acritique:
Was thetitle a good
one, and did It

s suggest the

' research problem

i and t he st udy

" populat ion?
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ABSTRACT

Marmara University College of Nursing

Basic questions for a
critique:
f‘ * Does the abstract
“7 clearly and

concisely

summarize the main
features of the "
report?

o - % i _..".'_-.1- - __{_.-
Altiparmas ;_;;{'_A (N
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’ Basic questions for a critique:

i - What is the problem and/ or purpose of
t the research study?

.'r *Does t he problem and/ or purpose :
statement make clear the concept and the §
population under study? '

*Does t he problem have significance f or
. nursing?

i ¢Is there a good match between the
research problem, the paradigm, and

' methods used? | s a guant it at ive approach

, appropriate?




INTRODUCTION
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Basic questions for acritique:

el sthe literature review
t horough, up-to-dat e, and based
. mainly on primary sour ces?

eDoes the review summarize

knowledge on t he dependent and

Independent variables and t he
= relationship between them?

B .Does the literature review lay a
I solid basis for the new study?

‘Jrﬂ,ﬁ i *rl W
-gam%n c-;oi1




=\

Basic questions for acritigue:

*Are key concepts
adequat ely def ined
conceptually? | sthere a
conceptual/ theoretical
framework and is it

~appropriate? | f not, Is
‘the absence of one
justified?




Basic questions for a critique:

» Are research questions and/or
. hypot heses explicitly stated? | f not,
. Is their absence justified?

'k-'l; *Are questions and hypotheses

« appropriately worded?

_ «Are the guestions/ hypotheses
consistent with the literature review
and t he concept ual f ramewor k?

« What is the direction of the
relationship in each hypotheses, if
Indicated?

M -Are the hypotheses testable?




VIETHOD

Basic questions for acritigue:

Was the most rigorous
possible design used, given the -
| study purpose?
= «\Were appropriate
comparisons made t o enhance
Interpretability of the
f indings?
Was the number of data
collection points appropriate?

~eDid the design minimize
xthreatstothelnternal and faa =
= external valldlty of the st udy’P (ﬂi /AR

T -Ir
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Basic questions for a critique:
 How was the sample selected?
“Was the sample described in
sufficient detail?

*\WWas t he sample size adequat e?
Was a power analysis used to
estimate sample size needs?
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METTHOD

Basic questions for acritique:

*Are the operational and conceptual
definitions congruent? —

- *Were key variables operational by s S
' : ER o WRETI  B 18 3 e d 3 L T ik B Tail T By hlai
using t he best possible method (e.qg., e el |
Interviews, observations, etc.)
Were the specific instruments

adequat ely described and were t hey
proper choices?

Did the report provide evidence
that the data collection methods
yielded data that was highly reliable
and valid?

Erciyes Dagi / Kayseri




METHOD
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paaR s 2. Basic questions for a critique:
o5 o | f there was an involvement,

h ~ was it adequat ely described

- ##s4 and was it properly

(% '« implement ed?

B2 manner that minimized bias?
B8 \\/ as t he data collection staf f
' appropriately trained?
~ <Were appropriate procedures
- used to saf equard the rights
of study participants?

Kekova / Antalya




Goo) RESULTS
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Basic questions for acritique:
W as each specific analyses

undertaken to address each \
resear ch question or test each

L] Y
s
-

hypot hesis? P
.
1

Was the most powerf ul
analytic met hod used? (e.g., did
the analysis help to control
extraneous variables?)

Gediz Deltas! /7 | zmir




RESULTS

Fersity College of Nursing

" Basic questions for acritique:

{ sWere the findings
~ = adequat ely summarized, with
~ 7' good use of tables and
figures?

“» __+Dothe findings provide
W7rid strong evidence regarding
w2 the resear ch questions?
Y. Were Type | and Type | |
~errors minimized?

Ofgunlar Yaylast7 Artvin
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Basic questions for acritigue:

*Are all major findings _:
interpreted and discussed within %§:, . -
the context of prior research N
and/ or the study’s concept ual

* f ramewor k?

‘sArethe interpretations
consistent with the result and
with the study’s limit at ions?

Does the report address the
Issue of the generalization of
~the findings?

il T Eay - v
: arkin W i Ry gy

Bl / Balikesir




DI SCUSS| ON

Marmara University College of Nursing

Basic questions for a
critique:
e Dothe researchers

discuss the implicat ions of
the study for clinical
practice or further
research-and are those
Implicat ions reasonable and
complet e?

Kizilirmak Deltasi / Samsun
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GLOBAL I SSUES
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Basic questions for acritique:

Was the report well-
written, well-organized,
and suf ficiently detailed

< for critical analysis?

“e\Were you able to
“understand the study?
Was the report writtenin
a manner that makes the
. findings accessible to
practicing nurses?
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GLOBAL | SSUES

= ;? questions for a critique:

'"—" j' 4 «Despite any identified

%% limitations, do the st udy
D __ffmdlngs appear to be valid;

~do you have confidence inthe
- truth value of the results?

" eDoes the study contribute

4 any meaningf ul evidence t hat
 can be used in nursing
. -practice or that isuseful to
~ the nursing discipline?
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(H-l' GUIIDELI'NES FOR CRI T QUI NG QUALI TATI'VE RESEARCH REPORTS

o
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TITLE

Basic questions
for a critique:
- Was the title a

good one,
suggesting the

+ key phenomenon
and the group or
community under
study?




ABSTRACT
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Basic questions for a
critique:
_*Does the abstract clearly

.~ %7 and concisely summarize
£ the main f eat ur es of
report?

i
LR
T

Koycegiz Dalyani./ Mugla:.




. Basic questions for a critique:

-+l sthe phenomenon of interest
" clearly identified?

8« s the problem stated

¥ unambiguously and is It easy to
f identif y?

*Does t he problem have any
signif icance in nursing?

| sthere a good match between
the research problem and t he

paradigm and met hods used? | s a |
gualit at ive appr oach appr opriat e?
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[NTRODUCT

| Basic questions for acritique:
e Does the report
Tee summarize the existing
body of knowledge
related to the problem
of phenomenon of
Interest ?

Does the literature
review lay a solid basis

i .‘ for the new study’>
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| Basic questions for acritigue:

 Are key concepts
adequat ely def ined
concept ually?

| s the philosophical basis
under lying; tradition,
concept ual f ramework, or
Ideological orientation
made explicit and Is it
appropriate for the
problem?
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Basic questions for acritique:

*Are research questions
explicitly stated? | f not, is

their absence justified?

Patara Kumullari/Antalya
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Basic questions for a critique:

o|Is the identified research -
tradition, if any, congruent with the &
methods used to collect and analyze
data?

*Did the design unfold in the field,
allowing researchers to capitalize
on early understandings?

Were there an adequate number
of contacts with study
participants?




METHOD

Marmara University College of Nursing

| - Basic questions for a critique:

« Was the group or population of
Int er est adequat ely described?

W0l Was the approach used to gain |
e accesstothesite or torecruit
participants appropriate? ’

« Was the sample size adequat e?
Was sat uration achieved?
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= Basic questions for a critique:

Were the methods of

gat hering dat a appropriate?
Was data gat hered through
two or more methods to
achieve triangulation?

Did the researcher ask the
right questions or make the
right observations, and were
they recorded in appropriate
f ashion?

W as a suf ficient amount of
data gat hered? Was the
data of sufficient depth and
richness?




METHOD
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Basic questions for a critique:

Were data collection and
recording procedures
adequat ely described and do
they appear to be
appropriate?

Were appropriate

procedures used to
e e safeguard the rights of
T . study participants?
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[ Gy METHOD

Basic questions for a critique:

Were methods used to
enhance t he trustwort hiness
of data and analysis, also
was t he description of those
met hods adequat e?

Did the resear cher
document research
procedures and decision
processes suf ficiently so
that findings are auditable
and conf irmable?

viarmara university Colege,omursing
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* Basic questions for a critique:

Were the data management
(e.g., coding) and dat a analysis
met hods suf ficiently described?

Was t he dat a analysis strat egy
compat ible with the research
tradition and with the nature
and type of the data gathered?

Did t he analysis yield an
appropriate “product” (e.g., a
theory, taxonomy, thematic
pattern, etc.)?

Did the analytical procedures

e e SLigoest the possibility of bias?
bé;.uﬁag /Bur_sa_--' B DM
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RESULTS
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Were the findings
ef f ectively summarized with
good use of excerpts?

Do the t hemes adequat ely
capture t he meaning of the
data? Does it appear that

the researcher, with

sat isf action, concept ualized
the themes or patterns in
data?

Did t he analysis yield an
Insight f ul, provocative, and
meaningf ul picture of the
phenomenon under
Invest igation? L
Vercenik / Rize
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n.. Basic questions for a critique:
|| E'g. E Are the themes or patterns
¥ w‘ logically connected t o each
LR

F-ﬂL-Em Mg_g#_wﬁiﬂ other to form a convincing and
: : === integrated whole?

concept ualizat ions?

<=+ |f aconceptual framework or

% ideological orientation guided
the study, are the themes or
patterns linked toit ina
congruent manner ?

¥ '{}'a aEw’A  Were figures, maps, or models
K ™ Eﬁw used ef f ectively to summarize
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& . Basic questions for a critique:

‘f!- *Are the findings
* Interpreted within an
== appropriate social or cultural
: context?
*e«Are major findings
e INterpreted and discussed
within the context of prior
studies?

*Are the interpretations
consistent with the study’s
limitations?
*Does the report address
. the issue of the

a;f transferability of findings?
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DI SCUSSI ON
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Basic questions for a
critique:

Do the researchers
discuss the implications
- of the study for clinical
‘practice or further
= Inquiry, and are those
Implicat ions reasonable? j

Diden Selalesi/Antalya
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- Basic questions for a critique:

" S e Was the report well-

: ‘Q written, well-organized, §
and suf ficiently g
detailed for critical ;
analysis?

Was t he description of
t he met hods, f indings,
and interpretations

suf ficiently rich and
vivid?




GLOBAL IISSUES

SUimmary assessmeni

Basic questions for a
critique:
Do the study
findings appear to
be trustworthy. Do
you have confidence
In the truth value
of the results?

Does the study
contribute any
meaningful evidence
that can be used in
nursing practice or
that is useful to the
nursing discipline?

Truva Ati/ Canakkale




REFERENCES

1. Lobiondo- Wood G., Haber J. Nursing Research: Methods and
Critical Appraisal for Evidence- Based Practice. Mosby Elsevier,
St.Louis, 6™ Edition,2006

2. Polit DF., Beck CT. Essential of Nursing Research: Methods,
Appraisal, and Utilization. Lippincott Williams and Wilkins,
Philadelphia, 6" Edition, 2006

T e g

.'ll|-“1- |. o ag -h.'




i ;“L-p —.I E

L1 § BT
i

¥ i

Ortakoy Mosquel/lstanbul




